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WM  - Skip Donnell 
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Stated Meetings are the first 

Wednesday of the month unless 

this is a holiday, then it is the sec-

ond Wednesday of the month. 

Meal begins at 6 pm with the 

meeting beginning at 7 pm 

(Looking forward to this months 

hot dinner!).  Every meeting has 

new business as we work to be-

come more active and we contin-

ue to welcome new men into the 

craft, come enjoy in the excite-

ment! 

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. “  -  Proverbs 27:17 

Have a suggestion for the newsletter?  Contact Derek Cheek—dcheek@turnkey-lender.com—317 695 7704   

#140 Mason of the Month 

PM Earl Jacobs 
Thank you for all you do for the Lodge! 

The third basic principle, Prudence, is closely related to both Temperance and Fortitude, for it is the type of yardstick which is to 
be used in determining what constitutes Temperance in a specific situation and to what extent Fortitude should be applied. 

Prudence (Latin: prudentia, contracted from providentia meaning "seeing ahead, sagacity") is the ability to govern and discipline 
oneself by the use of reason.  Prudentia is an allegorical female personification of the virtue, whose attributes are a mirror and 
snake, who is frequently depicted as a pair with Justitia, the Roman goddess of Justice.  The word derives from the 14th-century 
Old French word prudence, which, in turn, derives from the Latin prudentia meaning "foresight, sagacity". It is often associated 
with wisdom, insight, and knowledge. In this case, the virtue is the ability to judge between virtuous and vicious actions, not only 
in a general sense, but with regard to appropriate actions at a given time and place. Although prudence itself does not perform 
any actions, and is concerned solely with knowledge, all virtues had to be regulated by it. Distinguishing when acts are coura-
geous, as opposed to reckless or cowardly, is an act of prudence, and for this reason it is classified as a cardinal (pivotal) virtue. 

In modern English, the word has become increasingly synonymous with cautiousness. In this sense, prudence names a reluctance 
to take risks, which remains a virtue with respect to unnecessary risks, but, when unreasonably extended into over-cautiousness, 
can become the vice of cowardice. 

Freemasonry defines Prudence as that principle which teaches us to regulate our lives and actions agreeably to the dictates of 
reason, and is that habit by which we wisely judge, and prudently determine, the effect of all things relative to our present as well 
as our future happiness.  The application of Prudence to our everyday life means that we will use discretion in our acts and words; 
that we will use good judgment in what we say and do; and that we will use self-control and foresight in all such matters. It also 
means that we will act intelligently and with conscious regard of what the consequences will be. 

It is in these words: “Prudence is the true guide to human understanding, and consists in judging and determining with propriety 
what is to be said or done upon all our occasions, what dangers we should endeavor to avoid, and how to act in all our difficul-
ties.”  - Webb 

In Plato’s Republic, Wisdom is harder to tease out as a virtue, but can essentially be distilled down as knowledge “first among the 
virtues…” where “good counsel is…a kind of knowledge, for not by ignorance, but by knowledge…so by reason of the smallest part 
or class, and of the knowledge which resides in this presiding and ruling part of itself, the whole State, being thus constituted 
according to nature, will be wise; and this, which has the only knowledge worthy to be called wisdom, has been ordained by na-
ture to be of all classes the least.” The takeaway, perhaps, is that knowledge (education) leads to wisdom.  

St. Thomas Aquinas ranked prudence as the first cardinal virtue because it is concerned with the intellect. Aristotle defined pru-
dence as recta ratio agibilium, “right reason applied to practice.” It is the virtue that allows us to judge correctly what is right and 
what is wrong in any given situation. When we mistake the evil for the good, we are not exercising prudence—in fact, we are 
showing our lack of it.  In St. Thomas Aquinas‘ view, it is so easy to fall into error, so Prudence requires us to seek the counsel of 
others, particularly those we know to be sound judges of morality. Disregarding the advice or warnings of others whose judgment 
does not coincide with ours is a sign of imprudence. 

For Masons, Temperance is that due restraint upon our affections and passions which renders the body tame and governable, and 
frees the mind from the allurements of vice. When practiced and perfected, a Mason is able to abstain from actions that may 
impair his faculties and perceptions. By this self-restraint, he shall not materially err.  

Help us all wish a Brotherly welcome to 

the Lodge’s newest Entered Apprentice 

Aaron Lauber! 

And a huge congratulations to the 

lodge for putting on the EA degree 

without outside assistance!  

Craft Club —every Wednesday @ 6:30pm.  Contact Brother Earl Jacobs with any questions! 

Don’t forget to look at the lodge website for information on fundraisers, 

upcoming events and the Challenge Coin sales!  The Lodge activity has 

been bustling, hope to see you there soon! 
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Greetings from the East 

My wife and I took our grandson to Disney World last week.  Long days walking through the parks, and evenings in the 
pool.  After the first night, I stopped by the gift shop and picked up a beach ball to have something to do - besides seeing how 
long we could hold our breath.  At first it was just us bouncing the ball back and forth to each other.  Over the course of the 
week the number of participants grew until we had close to 30 people in the game every night.  As we were winding down on 
the last day – enjoying the last few minutes in the pool, a father of one of the children that had joined our “group” walked up to 
me and said “thanks”.  I asked him what for?  He informed me that his daughter was extremely bashful and was never willing to 
talk or play with other kids.  Yet there she was – in the middle of the other kids laughing and having a great time.  He said ap-
preciated the fact that we had welcomed her into our game.  A smile and a simple beach ball were enough to help her take that 
first step at conquering her shyness.     

  You may be asking yourself how this relates to us Masonically.  The welcoming smile is something that we should all always 
have.  Instead of the beach ball, we have our working tools.  The first step is always the hardest.  But for those willing to take it 
– the reward will be the journey and education of a lifetime.   

Stay Safe Brothers!! 

        Skip Donnell—WM Oakland #140 

There will be a FellowCraft Degree scheduled this month, look in your email for dates when its scheduled! 


